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EXECUTIVE SUMMARY  
 

 

The Recycling Market Development Advisory Council (RMDAC) is required by the 1991 South 

Carolina Solid Waste Policy and Management Act to submit an annual report by March 15
th
 to 

the Governor and General Assembly. 

 

RMDACôs mission is to support the economic growth 

of South Carolinaôs recycling industry through 

building recycling markets, increasing material 

recovery and promoting the recycling value chain. 

 

This report outlines activities performed by the 14 

member, Governor-appointed council and its staff to 

promote recycling markets and economic 

development in the state. This report also includes economic data for the recycling industry, 

RMDACôs work plan and market information. 

 

RMDAC works to improve the supply of recyclable materials where significant demand exists as 

well as address the market needs for new or emerging recyclable materials. In 2013, RMDAC 

efforts to promote and build the recycling industry in South Carolina are highlighted by the 

following areas: 

¶ Recyclingôs economic impact in South Carolina 

¶ Recycling in South Carolina ï highlighting businesses that manufacture products with 

recycled content 

¶ Carpet recovery 

¶ Glass recycling 

¶ Coastal recycling 

¶ Scrap tires 

 

This report also illustrates the amount of municipal solid waste (MSW) 

recycled and disposed of in the state for fiscal year (FY) 2013 (July 

1, 2012 to June 30, 2013) per the South Carolina Department of 

Health and Environmental Control (DHEC). In 2000, South 

Carolina adopted the U.S. Environmental Protection Agencyôs 

definition for measuring MSW with some exceptions. The MSW 

recycling rate increased from 29.5 percent in FY12 to 31.5 percent in 

FY13. The amount of material disposed in FY13 was 3.5 pounds per person per day (p/p/d) 

versus 3.4 p/p/d in FY12. 

 

South Carolina continues to feature a robust recycling industry with 521 companies that recycle 

everything from aluminum to carbon fiber to zinc. Since 2011, South Carolina has added 

$899,950,000 in investment and 2,373 jobs in the recycling sector demonstrating that South 

Carolina is ñJust Right for Recyclingò. 

 

 

2013 Recycling Industry Investments 
 

¶ $103,950,000 in capital 

investments 

¶ 765 recycling related jobs created 

in the state 

¶ 10 recycling related companies 
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RECYCLING MARKET DEV ELOPMENT  

ADVISORY COUNCIL  RECOMMENDATIONS  
 

For more than 20 years, RMDAC has been leading the charge to promote and increase recycling 

markets in the state. RMDAC was established by the 1991 Solid Waste Policy and Management 

Act and was fully staffed by May 1992. Managed within the South Carolina Department of 

Commerce (Commerce), the Recycling Market Development staff coordinates the activities of 

the Council while providing technical and economic development assistance to recycling 

businesses and industry. 

 

RMDAC is a governor-appointed council that represents recycling sectors, government, solid 

waste industry, higher education and the general public. Its mission is to support the economic 

growth of South Carolinaôs recycling industry through building recycling markets, increasing 

material recovery and promoting the recycling value chain. 

 

RMDAC Member  Represents 

Ronnie Grant, Sonoco, RMDAC Chair Paper Industry 

Wes Westbrooks, BMW, RMDAC Vice-Chair South Carolina Department of Commerce 

Brad Dutton, PolyQuest Plastics Industry 

Roger Player, Clean Harbors Petroleum Industry 

Vic Carpenter, Kershaw County County Government 

Kristen Brown, MY ECO General Public 

Glenn Odom, Wellman Plastics Recycling Recycling Industry 

Dan Chuy, Michelin North America Tire Industry 

Lauren Cox, Alcoa Mt. Holly Aluminum Industry 

Blake Stanley, CRC Scrap Metal Recycling Scrap Metal Industry 

Norman Chandler, Republic Services Solid Waste Industry 

Tiffany Jaspers, City of Columbia Municipalities 

Donna London, Clemson University Higher Education 

Vacant Glass Industry 

RMDAC Staff  

Chantal Fryer and Tonya Lott South Carolina Department of Commerce 

 

RMDAC is required to submit an annual report by March 15
th
 to the Governor and General 

Assembly. Requirements of the report include, but are not limited to: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

ǒ ǒ ǒ 

Any revisions which the Council determines are 

necessary to its initial report; 

There are no revisions to be added. 

ǒ ǒ ǒ 
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ǒ ǒ ǒ 

A description and analysis of the amounts and types of solid waste materials 

recovered or recycled in this State during the preceding year; 

 

MSW Recycling Rate Percentage, FY11 to FY13 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

RMDAC will work with businesses and organizations to grow recycling 

markets and develop strategies to help increase the recovery and recycling 

of materials. 

ǒ ǒ ǒ 

 

ǒ ǒ ǒ 

Recommendations regarding materials which should be added or 

deleted from source separation, recovery, recycling programs; and 

to increase the recovery of recyclable materials. 

 

RMDAC will continue to promote recovery, recycling and 

sustainable material options including but not limited to carpet, 

glass, plastic containers, scrap tires and organics. 

ǒ ǒ ǒ 
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ǒ ǒ ǒ 

Any other recommendations, including tax incentives, to facilitate the development of 

markets for recovered materials or products in the state 

 

RMDAC will continue to work with businesses and organizations to encourage market 

development, job creation and capital investments. 

ǒ ǒ ǒ 
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RMDAC Meetings 
 

RMDAC is fortunate to have a great working relationship with companies and other 

organizations in the state. These entities work with RMDAC to help grow and sustain recycling 

markets. It is through these partnerships that the council is able to host meetings, offer site visits 

and provide education and outreach opportunities. In 2013, RMDAC held six meetings as 

featured in the table below. 

 

Date RMDAC Meeting Location County 

January 8, 2013 Midlands Technical College Northeast Richland 

March 12, 2013 BMW Spartanburg 

May 14, 2013 City of North Charleston Charleston 

July 9, 2013 Wellman Plastics Recycling Florence 

September 17, 2013 South Carolina Department of Commerce Richland 

November 14, 2013 Sonoco-Hartsville Darlington 

 

The Appendix features a snapshot on page 28 of how each of the locations that RMDAC held its 

meetings contributes to recycling or the economic well-being of the state. 

 

RMDAC Members 
 

RMDACôs members are vital to providing direction to the recycling industry. Commerce 

appreciates the service of the four members who transitioned off RMDAC in 2013 representing 

their individual areas of expertise: 

¶ Kira Roff ï Glass industry 

¶ Phil Ammons ï Plastics industry 

¶ Ed Marr ï Municipalities 

¶ Eddie Hook ï Petroleum industry 

 

In addition, Commerce thanks its new RMDAC members for their service: 

¶ Brad Dutton ï Plastics industry 

¶ Tiffany Jaspers ï Municipalities 

¶ Blake Stanley ï Scrap metal industry 

¶ Lauren Cox ï Aluminum industry 
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SOUTH CAROLINA  IS JUST RIGHT FOR RECYCLING  
 

The South Carolina Department of Commerce is the stateôs leading economic development 

agency. Housed at Commerce, RMDAC was created to help develop and recruit end-users of 

recyclable materials. In the early days of recycling, 

few end markets existed for paper, plastic, metals and 

glass collected at the curbside. Over the years, 

RMDAC has worked with end-users and manufacturers 

to ensure the curbside collection infrastructure aligns 

with the end-use feedstock needs for new recycled 

content products and that robust markets exist. 

 

Today, local governments, commercial businesses and recyclers alike have access to a variety of 

recycling markets in the state. Because recycling relies heavily on logistics systems, South 

Carolinaôs integrated transportation infrastructure allows recycling companies to easily move 

materials. South Carolinaôs five interstates offer east-west and north-south access and recycling 

markets are strategically situated in the state with access to interstates, ports and rails. 

 

In addition, many of the stateôs recyclers export scrap materials to outbound markets such as 

China, India, Vietnam, Dubai and other destinations worldwide. Per the South Carolina Ports 

Authority, the ports are a $45 billion-a-year economic engine for the state. In October 2013, the 

South Carolina Inland Port opened in Greer, South Carolina. This port extends the Port of 

Charlestonôs reach 212 miles inland and helps recyclers located in the Upstate with shorter hauls 

and savings on shipping. 

 

CSX Transportation and Norfolk Southern are the stateôs Class I railroads. South Carolina also 

has eight independent lines to service over 2,300 miles of rail . 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Area Development ranked South 

Carolina 2
nd

 in Top States for Doing 

Business. 
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Recycling In SC 
 

RMDAC works to promote recyclingôs economic impact for the state and continues to quantify 

its effect across commodities such as paper, plastic, metals, glass and carpet. Staff has developed 

economic impact materials and information regarding South Carolinaôs recycling industry 

through its Recycling in SC website information.  For instance, the info-graphic below is one 

such resource. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


