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HOUSE WEEK IN REVIEW

The House of Representatives convened on Tuesday, January 8, to commence the second legislative year of the 114th General Assembly.

Certain revisions to the Rules of the House were approved by the membership:

	The House revised criteria used to determine whether an amendment is considered germane to the subject matter of a piece of legislation.  The revised rules provide that, when reporting a Senate bill as favorable, a committee may include in its report an amendment identical to the final version of any House bill that has been referred to that committee and passed by the House during the current two‑year session.  If the amendment is identical to a previously passed House bill, the amendment must be considered germane to the bill. 

	The House approved a rule change that allows for a motion to adjourn debated to be in order even though the previous question has been invoked.  The revision affords the House greater flexibility when operating under cloture.

	Members revised a rule under which the House is allowed during the first three weeks of session to convene at 2:00 p.m. on Wednesdays to provide time in the morning hours for committees to meet and hearings to be held.  This arrangement is allowed only for the first year of a two-year session under the approved revision.

The House sustained Governor’s vetoes concerning Fiscal Year 2001-2202 State Appropriations:  Vetoes 29, 30, 31, 32, and 33 which pertain to transfers of certain employee resources out of various agencies and into the Governor’s office; Veto 34, the veto of a requirement that two of the ten non-instructional days provided under law must be used for the preparation and opening of schools; and Veto 42, the veto of a provision under which the Attorney General’s Office is directed to use $100,000 of Complex Criminal Litigation Special Revenue Funds to offset the Office’s base reduction.   
 
The House approved and sent to the Senate Joint Resolution H.4304 designating the week of February 11-15, 2002, as South Carolina Career and Technology Education Week.






HOUSE COMMITTEE ACTION


AGRICULTURE, NATURAL RESOURCES, AND 
ENVIRONMENTAL AFFAIRS

The full Agriculture, Natural Resources, and Environmental Affairs Committee did not meet this week.


EDUCATION AND PUBLIC WORKS

The full Education and Public Works Committee met this week for organizational purposes. No bills were considered.


JUDICIARY

The full Judiciary Committee did not meet this week.


LABOR, COMMERCE AND INDUSTRY

The full Labor, Commerce and Industry Committee did not meet this week.


MEDICAL, MILITARY, PUBLIC AND MUNICIPAL AFFAIRS

The full Medical, Military, Public and Municipal Affairs Committee did not meet this week.


WAYS AND MEANS

The full Ways and Means Committee met this week to receive and discuss the Bureau of Economic Advisors’ (BEA) review of revenues for fiscal year 2001-02 and the BEA’s fiscal outlook for 2002-03.  Also included on the agenda was a presentation from staff of the Governor’s office on the Governor’s 2002-03 budget recommendation.

Facing the challenge of possible annualizations totaling over $375 million (as of December 2001) and a General Fund revenue shortfall which exceeds $147 million,  Ways and Means subcommittees are meeting to develop proposals to present to the full committee next month.  The full committee is scheduled to begin hearing subcommittee reports and recommendations and begin finalization of the full committee’s recommended bill on February 18.


BILLS INTRODUCED IN THE HOUSE
THIS WEEK


EDUCATION AND PUBLIC WORKS

	H.4454 POLICY GOVERNANCE SYSTEM Rep. Townsend
This joint resolution appropriates to the State Department of Education one hundred thousand dollars in each of fiscal years 2002-03 and 2003-04 for establishment of a two-year pilot program supporting three school board-superintendent teams to explore a system of policy governance.

	H.4455 FALSIFYING SCHOOL TRANSCRIPTS/DIPLOMAS Rep. Townsend
Current law provides that falsifying or altering, or fraudulently using, a college transcript or diploma is a misdemeanor punishable by fine and/or imprisonment. This bill provides that these provisions also apply to high school diplomas and transcripts, including GED diplomas.

	H.4469 SCHOOL DAYS MISSED DUE TO WEATHER Rep. Klauber
This joint resolution allows local school boards to excuse up to three days missed during the 2001-02 school year due to inclement weather. The resolution requires that other days missed because of the weather must be made up as provided in the resolution.

	H.4483 PERSONS WHO MAY NOT BE GRANTED A 
   DRIVER’S LICENSE Rep. White
This bill includes in the exception of persons from other countries who may be granted a driver’s license, a person who is present in South Carolina on a fiance’ visa or the dependent of such person.


JUDICIARY

H.4459 ASSAULTS AND THREATS AGAINST PUBLIC OFFICIALS AND
PUBLIC EMPLOYEES Rep. Klauber
This bill provides that assault and battery upon a public official or public employee is a felony.  Penalties are provided for the felony.  The bill revises penalties for the crime of threatening the life, person, or family of a public employee and revises the definition of “public employee”.



H.4460 ATTENDANCE OF INSTUTION OF HIGHER LEARNING BY NATIVES
OF COUNTRIES SPONSORING INTERNATIONAL TERRORISM 
Rep. Townsend
This bill provides that if a person is not a citizen of the United States and is from a country that is a state sponsor of international terrorism as determined by the United States Secretary of State in consultation with the United States Attorney General under applicable provisions of federal law, he may only attend a private or public institution of higher learning of this State if he possesses a nonimmigrant visa issued by the Department of State after the department has determined that he does not pose a threat to the safety or national security of the United States according to standards developed by the Secretary of State.  Compliance with these provisions is the responsibility of each institution of higher learning. The provisions of this bill are contingent on the enactment of federal legislation which requires the United States Secretary of State in conjunction with the United States Attorney General through the immigration process to restrict the admissibility into this country of nonimmigrants from countries that are state sponsors of international terrorism.

H.4463 EXPENDITURE OF PROCEEDS FROM HIGHWAY DAMAGE CLAIMS
Rep. Thompson
This bill revises provisions regarding the negligent, willful, or wanton damage of a highway or highway-related property by requiring that all proceeds collected from such damage claims filed by a highway authority must be used by the highway authority to repair the damaged property.

H.4470 INTERFERENCE WITH THE OPERATOR OF A PUBLIC TRANSIT
VEHICLE Rep. Cobb-Hunter
This bill creates the felony of interference with the operator of a public transit vehicle to apply to situations where a person intentionally, knowingly, or recklessly causes bodily injury to the operator of a public transit vehicle, or threatens by words or conduct to cause bodily injury to the operator with the intent to terrorize.  Penalties are provided and notification of the felony and its consequences is required to be posted on applicable vehicles.

H.4472 MARITAL AND NONMARITAL PROPERTY Rep. Altman
This bill revises provisions relating to marital and nonmarital property for purposes of judicial apportionment during marital litigation, so as to include as nonmarital property any property that is neither acquired with marital funds nor titled in the name of one or the other spouse, or both of them.  The bill provides that such property must not be: (a) the subject of a marital equitable claim or distribution between the spouses; (b)	apportioned temporarily or permanently to either spouse; or (c) transmuted into marital property for any purpose.

H.4475 MEMBERSHIP RECORDS OF STATE BOARDS AND COMMISSIONS
Rep. Harrison
This bill requires all State boards and commissions to provide prompt written notification of all membership changes to the Secretary of State.  The Secretary of State is required to maintain for public inspection a record of the current membership of every state board and commission.

H.4476 GAMBLING Rep. Harrison
This bill provides that it is unlawful for a person in this State or at any location within the jurisdiction of this State to gamble, wager, bet, stake, or risk money, property, or anything of value upon the outcome of a contest, game of chance, sports event, or any other current or future contingent event not under the person’s control or influence, upon an agreement or understanding that he or another person will receive something of value in the event of a certain outcome.  The bill provides that it is unlawful for a person in this State or at any location within the jurisdiction of this State knowingly to own, keep, operate, manage, or maintain a device or location of any kind that is used for a violation of these provisions.  Penalties are provided.  The legislation does not extend to conducting and participating in an authorized lottery or bingo game.


LABOR, COMMERCE AND INDUSTRY

H.4456 SUSPENSION OF PROFESSIONAL LICENSE FOR NONPAYMENT OF
STUDENT LOANS Rep. Kirsh
This bill provides that a professional board shall deny licensure or suspend the license of an individual licensed by that board who has been reported by a federal or state agency to the board for nonpayment or default or breach of a repayment or service obligation under any federal or state educational loan, loan repayment, or service conditional scholarship program.  Conditions are provided for notification of impending suspension and reinstatement of a suspended license.

 	H.4458 CONSIDERATION OF CREDIT SCORE PROHIBITED IN AUTOMOBILE
INSURANCE DECISIONS Rep. Talley
This bill adds credit score to the list of factors that an insurer is prohibited from using in decisions regarding the issuance of an automobile insurance policy, the renewal of such a policy, or the determination of policy premiums and rates.  “Credit score” is defined as a score that is derived by utilizing data from an individual’s credit report in an algorithm, computer program, model, or other process that reduces the data to a number or rating.


MEDICAL, MILITARY, PUBLIC AND MUNICIPAL AFFAIRS

	H.4485 S.C. EMERGENCY PREPAREDNESS DIVISION Rep. Huggins
This bill changes the name of the “South Carolina Emergency Preparedness Division” to the “South Carolina Emergency Management Division.”




WAYS AND MEANS

	H.4457 TEACHER FUNDS FOR SUPPLIES Rep. Talley
This bill appropriates to all certified classroom teachers (from EIA funds) the sum of three hundred fifty dollars to offset expenses incurred by them for teaching supplies and materials.

	H.4461 TUITION REFUND FOR RESERVE/NATIONAL GUARD Rep. McGee
This bill provides a full refund of quarter or semester college, university, or technical college tuition and fees paid by Armed Forces Reserve or National Guard members who, due to state or national emergency, are called to active duty for over fifteen days. 

	H.4481 REFUND FOR CERTAIN HIGHER EDUCATION EXPENSES FOR
		   PERSONS IN ACTIVE MILITARY SERVICE Rep. Keegan
This bill provides that a person activated for full-time military service during a time of national crisis, who is unable to complete and receive a grade in one or more courses, shall receive a complete refund of public institution of higher learning fees and tuition, including proportionate refunds of room, board, and special fees paid to the institution. The bill also requires the institution to provide free tuition to such students who complete courses within a prescribed period after deactivation. 

	H.4484 COMMISSION TO REVIEW TAXATION AND PUBLIC
		   FINANCE Rep. Sheheen
This bill establishes the Commission to Review Taxation and Public Finance in South Carolina (the Commission), and provides for its membership, authority, and duties.  The bill also specifies areas which, at a minimum, the Commission should inquire into and make recommendations with respect to. The bill requires the Commission to report its recommendations to the Governor and the General Assembly within one year after its first full meeting, upon which time the Commission is dissolved.     






The Legislative Update is on the Worldwide Web.  Visit the South Carolina General Assembly Home Page (http://www.scstatehouse.net) and click on “Publications," then click on “Legislative Update.”  This will list all of the Legislative Updates by date.  Click on the date you need.
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