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HOUSE WEEK IN REVIEW
The House of Representatives concurred in Senate amendments to H.3623 and ordered the bill enrolled for ratification.  This bill provides that the board of trustees of each school district shall adopt a policy that addresses student possession of paging devices, including mobile telephones.  This policy must be included in the district’s written student conduct standards.  If the policy includes confiscation of a paging device, it should also provide for the return of the device to the owner.

The House approved S.999, a bill authorizing letters of credit as security for certain State funds deposited in financial institutions, and enrolled the bill for ratification.  This legislation makes revisions pertaining to the security required for State funds in excess of the Federal Deposit Insurance limit deposited by the State Treasurer in a bank or savings and loan association, so as to allow security for these deposits in the form of letters of credit, and to provide requirements for these letters of credit.

The House concurred in Senate amendments to H.3613 and ordered the bill enrolled for ratification.  This bill requires the Palmetto Utility Protection Service (PUPS) to file an annual report with the Senate Judiciary Committee and the House Labor, Commerce and Industry Committee detailing its activities and operations including such information as average speed of answer, abandoned call rate, transmit times, total number of locate requests, total number of transmissions, and a disaster recovery plan.  The Palmetto Utility Protection Service is a corporation formed and funded by participating utility companies and municipalities to reduce damage to utilities in the interest of improved service and community and job safety.  PUPS maintains a computerized notification center that someone intending to dig underground may contact to notify and receive information from the utilities that operate underground facilities.

The House approved S.1160 and ordered the bill enrolled for ratification.  This bill revises qualifications for licensing as a physician by amending requirements concerning scores on FLEX examinations and by providing that a passing score on the COMVEX examination must be established by the testing agency.

The House concurred in Senate amendments to H.3838, and ordered the bill enrolled for ratification.  The legislation provides that it is unlawful to maliciously damage or destroy a farm product, research facility, or research equipment used for testing or research in conjunction or coordination with a private research entity, a university, or any federal, state, or local governmental agency.  A violator is guilty of a misdemeanor if the value of the farm product was less than five hundred dollars and, upon conviction, must be punished by a fine of not more than one thousand dollars or imprisonment for not more than one year, or both.  If the value of the farm product is five hundred dollars or more, the person is guilty of a felony and, upon conviction, must be punished by a fine of not more than ten thousand dollars or imprisonment for not more than five years, or both.  The court may order the defendant to make restitution for the damage or destruction caused.  The offenses and penalties provided in this legislation are supplemental and in addition to all other offenses and penalties provided by law.

The House approved S.894 and ordered the bill enrolled for ratification.  This bill revises statutes regulating the hunting of wild turkeys in South Carolina.

The House returned S.322, the South Carolina Private Guardian Ad Litem Reform Act, to the Senate with amendments.  The bill provides requirements and restrictions pertaining to a guardian ad litem appointed in a private action before the family court in which custody or visitation of a minor child is an issue.  In such actions, the court may appoint a guardian ad litem only when it determines that: (1) without a guardian ad litem, the court will likely not be fully informed about the facts of the case and there is a substantial dispute which necessitates a guardian ad litem; or (2) both parties consent to the appointment of a guardian ad litem who is approved by the court.  Such a guardian ad litem may be removed by the court upon good cause shown.  The bill establishes qualifications for an attorney or a non-attorney appointed guardian ad litem in a private action involving custody or visitation.  An individual must be at least twenty-five years old to be eligible for appointment.  To be eligible for appointment, non-attorneys must fulfill yearly training requirements in custody, visitation, and family court law and procedure and required observation of contested custody merits hearings.  Neither an attorney nor a non-attorney may be appointed if convicted of specified crimes pertaining to offenses against the person, offenses against morality and decency, criminal domestic violence, narcotics and controlled substances, or who is or has ever been on the Department of Social Services Central Registry of Abuse and Neglect.  The legislation provides for the basic duties of a guardian ad litem, requiring such activities as independent, impartial investigation, recommendation of any treatment or evaluation that may be in the child’s best interest, independent record-keeping, attendance of court hearings, and comprehensive written reports.  At the time of appointment, the family court judge shall set forth the method and rate of compensation for the guardian ad litem, who must submit, when fees and costs accrue, a periodic itemized billing to include a statement of hours, expenses, costs, and fees to the parties and their attorneys.  Additionally, the court must consider the ability of a party to pay fees and costs at the time the court appoints a guardian ad litem.  A party may petition the court to review the reasonableness of the fees and costs of the guardian ad litem and the attorney for the guardian ad litem at any time during the action.  The legislation provides criteria to be used in determining what compensation is to be considered reasonable.  Upon appointment, a guardian ad litem must provide written disclosure to each party: (1) of the nature, duration, and extent of any relationship the guardian ad litem or any member of the guardian’s immediate family residing in the guardian’s household has with any party; (2) of any interest adverse to any party or attorney which might cause the impartiality of the guardian ad litem to be challenged; (3) any membership or participation in any organization related to child abuse, domestic violence, or drug and alcohol abuse.

The House amended, approved, and sent to the Senate H.4898, a bill providing revisions for child abuse and neglect laws.  In addition to many technical and clarifying amendments and amendments necessary for compliance with federal requirements, the bill provides for several substantive revisions, including eliminating certain investigations identified as duplicative or superfluous.  Under the bill, the Department of Social Services need not investigate reports of nonattendance at school unless parents have been uncooperative with the school’s effort to obtain attendance.  DSS need not investigate reports where a law enforcement investigation determines within twenty-four hours of the report that the alleged perpetrator is not the child’s parent or guardian.  Under the bill, persons making reports of child abuse or neglect maliciously are liable to DSS for the costs of the investigation.  The bill also provides for a private right of action concerning such malicious reports.  The legislation provides that the State-level “Out-of-Home Abuse and Neglect” unit, rather than county offices, will investigate reports of child abuse and neglect in day care centers.  The legislation provides that the circuit court rather than the family court has jurisdiction over enforcement actions against noncompliant day care centers.  The 72-hour limit on temporary crisis placements is eliminated.  The legislation provides that reports and materials generated in DSS internal reviews of program quality are confidential.

The House approved and sent to the Senate H.4808, a bill providing disclosure and accountability requirements for economic development initiatives.  This bill provides that monies constituting a fund of any kind used by the Department Of Commerce, regardless of their source, are public monies subject to all accountability and disclosure requirements governing public monies.  The bill provides that funds from foundation grants and private funds used by the Coordinating Council For Economic Development to enhance economic growth and development are public monies subject to all accountability and disclosure requirements governing public monies.  The bill revises provisions relating to information exempt from disclosure under the Freedom Of Information Act, so as to provide that a contract for the sale or purchase of property related to efforts to attract or retain business or industry is exempt until the business or industry has publicly announced its project or a final contract has been executed.  Information relative to efforts or activities of a public body to attract business or industry to invest in this State are not exempt from disclosure once an offer has been accepted or rejected or has expired.

The House amended, approved, and sent to the Senate H.4805, the Municipal Capital Project Sales Tax Act.  This bill provides for the imposition of a one cent sales and use tax in a municipality, by ordinance, subject to a referendum, for a specific period of time and for specified projects. The bill provides for the imposition, payment, and collection of this tax.  The purpose for which the proceeds of the tax are to be used, which may include the following types of projects: (a) highways, roads, streets, and bridges; (b) administration buildings, civic centers, hospitals, emergency medical facilities, police stations, fire stations, jails, correctional facilities, detention facilities, libraries, coliseums, or any combination of these projects; (c) cultural, recreational, or historic facilities, or any combination of these facilities; (d) water, sewer, or water and sewer projects; (e) flood control projects and storm water management facilities; (f) jointly operated projects of the municipality, county, special purpose district, and school district, or any combination of those entities, for the projects listed above; (g) any combination of the projects listed above.

The House amended, approved, and sent to the Senate H.3851, concerning use of revenue generated by the accommodations tax.  Currently, this revenue may be used, in addition to other specified purposes, for beach access and renourishment.  This bill adds that the revenue may also be used for other tourism-related lands and water access approved by the Tourism Expenditure Review Committee.  The bill revises provisions regarding accommodations tax allocation so as to provide that ‘day visitor’ or ‘day visitors’ means a person or persons who travel outside their usual environment or community of residence to engage in leisure or recreational activity in another environment or community, but who do not spend a night in that other environment or community.  The bill provides that, subject to the oversight authority of the Tourism Expenditure Review Committee, accommodations tax funds also may be used to provide services for day visitors to municipalities that have beaches bordering the Atlantic Ocean, or which border the intracoastal waterway, or tidewaters.  The bill provides that the definition of tourist does not apply to museums or to festivals, arts, and cultural events or the sponsoring organization of these events.

The House amended, approved, and sent to the Senate H.4981, a bill pertaining to controlled substances.  The legislation provides that it is unlawful for a person to take or exercise control over a controlled substance belonging to another person or entity with the intent to deprive the person or entity of the controlled substance.  A person who knowingly and intentionally violates this provision is guilty of a misdemeanor and, upon conviction, must be imprisoned for not more than two years and/or fined not more than two thousand dollars.  Upon conviction of a second or subsequent violation, a person must be imprisoned for not more than five years.  The legislation also provides that prescriptions for controlled substances in Schedules II through V, inclusive, with the exception of transdermal patches, must not exceed a thirty‑one day supply (rather than the current limit of a thirty-one day supply or one hundred twenty-four dosage units, whichever quantity is the lesser).  Prescriptions for Schedule II substances must be dispensed within sixty days (rather than thirty days, are currently provided) of the date of issue, after which time they are void.  The legislation provides that a prescription for a controlled substance in Schedules II through V may not be filled unless the dispenser knows the recipient or requires proper identification and notes the identification source on the prescription.  The legislation also eliminates the provisions imposing requirements on the retail sale of hypodermic needles and requiring certain record keeping for such sales.  The bill eliminates the Department of Health and Environmental Control’s authority to audit such records and promulgate regulations pertaining to such retail sales.

The House returned S.986 to the Senate with amendments.  This bill creates the South Carolina Birth Defects Surveillance Task Force to study birth defect surveillance methods, programs, and procedures and develop recommendations for the establishment of a statewide birth defects surveillance program.  By February 15, 2003, the task force is directed to submit a report containing its findings and recommendations to the Governor and the legislature.  The legislation provides for the membership and staff resources of the task force.  Upon submission of the report the task force will be abolished.

The House amended, approved, and sent to the Senate H.4548.  This bill amends the investment requirements for fee in lieu of taxes qualification by adding that “investments” may, under certain conditions, include amounts expended by a sponsor or sponsor affiliate as a nonresponsible party in a voluntary cleanup contract on the property pursuant to the Brownfields Voluntary Cleanup Program.  The bill provides that if the Department of Health and Environmental Control has issued a certificate of completion for the cleanup, and the cleanup investment amounts equal at least one million dollars, the investment threshold requirement is deemed to have been met.  The bill also allows and includes provisions for a credit against corporate income taxes due for costs of voluntary cleanup activity by a nonresponsible party pursuant to the Brownfields Voluntary Cleanup Program.  The bill also amends current provisions regarding the job tax credit by providing that taxpayers which otherwise qualify for the job tax credit and which are located and the qualifying jobs are located on property where a response action has been completed pursuant to a nonresponsible party volunteer cleanup contract pursuant to the Brownfields Voluntary Cleanup Program, are allowed an additional one thousand dollar credit for each new full-time job created. This additional credit is permitted for five years.  The bill also provides that subject to approval of the county governing body, property and improvements subject to a nonresponsible party voluntary cleanup contract for which a certificate of completion has been issued by DHEC pursuant to the Brownfields Voluntary Cleanup Program, is exempt from ad valorem taxation as specified in the bill.

The House approved and sent to the Senate H.4930, a bill that makes revisions regarding the State Board of Law Examiners.  The bill provides that the number of members of the board and the terms of the members must be set by the Supreme Court.  The bill also provides that, to be eligible for appointment to the board, a person must be actively engaged in the practice of law in this State and must have been an active member of the South Carolina Bar for at least seven years.  The legislation eliminates the current term limit of three years and the current requirement that not more than one member may be appointed from any one congressional district.

The House amended, approved, and sent to the Senate H.4641, a bill pertaining to nonfranchise automobile dealer pre-licensing.  The bill provides that an applicant for an initial nonfranchise automobile dealer license must successfully complete at least eight hours of pre‑licensing education courses before he may be issued a license.  At least one shareholder listed on the application for an initial nonfranchise automobile dealer license must comply with the education requirements.  The Department of Public Safety shall promulgate regulations to implement these provisions.

The House appointed a conference committee to address differences with the Senate on H.3515, a bill pertaining to the funeral business.

The House amended, approved, and sent to the Senate H.3921.  This bill extends the state income tax deduction allowed to volunteer firefighter and rescue squad members to a volunteer member of a Hazardous Materials (“HAZMAT”) Response team.  The bill also amends current provisions regarding the performance-based point system to determine eligibility for the state income tax deduction allowed volunteer firefighters and rescue squad workers by extending this point system to volunteer HAZMAT team members.  The bill also provides a three thousand dollar individual income tax deduction for a person serving as a reserve police officer.

The House amended, approved, and sent to the Senate H.4760, a bill that makes volunteer state constables eligible for workers’ compensation benefits.  The legislation revises worker’s compensation law so as to set an average weekly wage rate for volunteer constables.  The provisions apply only to volunteer state constables who are performing duties in connection with their appointment by the State Law Enforcement Division.  The approval of the governing body of the county or municipality is required prior to a constable volunteering for that county or municipality.

The House approved and sent to the Senate H.4609.  This bill provides that a retired member of the South Carolina Police Officers Retirement System (SCPORS) who is hired by the State is not eligible for a lump-sum payment for unused leave upon termination or retirement from state employment.  The bill also provides that a retired member of the SCPORS who is hired by an agency to fill all or some of a full-time equivalent position covered by the State Employees Grievance Procedure Act is exempt from the provisions of the State Employee Grievance Procedure Act.  The bill also eliminates the earnings limitation for a retired member of the SCPORS who is hired in a position covered by the PORS or any other State Retirement System, and reduces from sixty days to fifteen consecutive calendar days the minimum interval before a retired member of the SCPORS may be hired by a covered employer without affecting the member’s retirement allowance.

The House approved and sent to the Senate H.4823, a bill prohibiting public entities from engaging in directed surety with regard to public projects.  The bill prohibits the State, a political subdivision of the State, or other public entity of the State from requiring that a bond to secure the bid or the performance or payment of a contract be furnished by a particular surety company or through a particular agent or broker.

The House amended, approved, and sent to the Senate H.4852, a bill that exempts all commercial policies from regulation by the Department of Insurance.  Current law exempts from Department of Insurance regulation policies for commercial insureds, which are those with annual premiums greater than fifty thousand dollars.  This legislation expands the exemption to include any commercial insured.  As a result, insurers would not have to file with the Department of Insurance proposed rating schedules, rating rules, manuals, and modifications with regard to its commercial policies.  Such filing exemptions shall not apply to loss cost filings by advisory or rating organizations.  Exemption from Department of Insurance regulation allows insurers to negotiate their own rate levels on commercial policies, such as workers’ compensation, malpractice, liability, trucking, and nursing home, rather than having such rate levels set by the department.

The House approved and sent to the Senate H.5016, a bill relating to the production and distribution guidelines for special license plates.  The bill provides that the deposit required by the Department of Public Safety of an individual or organization seeking issuance of a special license plate be placed into a special restricted account to be used by the department to defray the expenses of the Motor Vehicle Division.  The bill provides that the department may require special license plate applicants to apply for a special license plate by mail or electronic format under certain circumstances.  The bill revises the circumstances in which the department shall discontinue the production of a special license plate.

The House approved and sent to the Senate H.4676.  This bill codifies and provides for the merger of LIS and LPITR, transferring all assets and resources of LIS to LPITR, with the exception of one FTE which must be transferred to the House of Representatives. The bill provides that the merged entity will be known as Legislative Printing, Information and Technology Systems (LPITS).

The House amended, approved, and sent to the Senate H.4883, a bill pertaining to the State Scenic Rivers Program.  The bill revises a provision regarding the acquisition of land adjacent to a designated river so as to require the approval of the county’s legislative delegation rather than the governing body of the county for such acquisition.  The bill also designates as a scenic river that portion of the Great Pee Dee River located between the U.S. Highway 378 bridge crossing of the Great Pee Dee River and downstream to the U.S. Highway 17 bridge crossing the Great Pee Dee River. 

The House approved and sent to the Senate H.4876.  This bill provides that, notwithstanding another provision of law, it is lawful to run raccoons with dogs at any time during the year.

HOUSE COMMITTEE ACTION
AGRICULTURE, NATURAL RESOURCES, AND 

ENVIRONMENTAL AFFAIRS

The full Committee did not meet this week.

EDUCATION AND PUBLIC WORKS

The House Education and Public Works Committee reported favorable with amendment on H.4716, regarding procedures and requirements to make up school days lost because of weather or other disruptions.  As reported by the Committee, this bill provides that all school districts shall annually designate three days for students and three days for teachers within their school calendars to be used as make-up days in the event of these occurrences. The bill provides that if sufficient make-up days are not in the school district calendar, the local school board may lengthen the hours of school operation by no less than one hour per day for the total number of hours missed. The bill provides that schools operating on a four by four block schedule shall make every effort to make up the time during the semester that days are missed. The bill requires that any plan to make up days by lengthening the school day must be approved by the State Department of Education prior to implementation. 

H.4716 also provides that members of the General Assembly considering introducing local legislation to excuse any days missed because of weather or other disruptions shall ascertain (by school board vote) prior to introducing such legislation, whether the local board supports excusing days missed for students, or teacher, or both.  Additionally, the bill provides that members of the General Assembly considering introducing such legislation shall determine whether the district has used the required designated make-up days or attempted to make up days by lengthening the hours of school operation prior to the introduction of local legislation to excuse these days.

The Committee reported favorable with amendment on H.4591, regarding materials placed on the approved list of instructional materials and textbooks used in the public schools.  As reported by the Committee, this bill provides that all instructional materials placed on the approved list of instructional materials and textbooks for use in South Carolina public schools shall contain the substance and level of performance outlined in the grade and subject specific academic standards adopted by the State Board of Education.  The bill also repeals a current section regarding procedures for selection of textbooks and textbook requests. 

By unanimous consent, the Committee considered S.190, and reported the bill out favorable with amendment.  As reported by the Committee, this bill provides that the Department of Transportation (DOT) shall notify a county legislative delegation’s chairman:

o
Before DOT closes a bridge or road within the legislative delegation’s county for repairs that will not be completed within a forty-five day period except in an emergency situation; and 

o
Before DOT conducts vegetation management of the medians, roadsides, and interchanges along the interstate system within the legislative delegation’s county in accordance with the DOT Commission’s transportation district-by-district policy. This applies only when the DOT Commission makes revision to its policy.

As reported by the Committee, S.190 also repeals current provisions regarding vegetation management of medians, roadsides, and interchanges along interstates.

JUDICIARY

The full Judiciary Committee met on Tuesday, April 9, and reported out several bills.

The Committee gave a report of favorable with amendment on H.3906, a bill requiring background checks for individuals petitioning the court for a change of name.  The bill provides that a person petitioning the court for a name change must attach to the petition or have provided directly to the court and made a part of the record: (1) the results of a fingerprint and criminal background check conducted by the State Law Enforcement Division; (2) a screening statement from the Department of Social Services that indicates whether the person is listed on the department’s Central Registry of Child Abuse and Neglect.  If the person is listed on the registry and the court grants the petition for a name change, the clerk of court shall notify the department of the change, so that the department can accurately reflect the change in the Central Registry of Child Abuse and Neglect; (3) an affidavit signed by the petitioner which provides whether the petitioner is under a court order to pay child support or alimony; (4) a screening statement from the South Carolina Law Enforcement Division that indicates whether the person is listed on the division’s sex offender registry.  If the person is listed on the registry and the court grants the petition for a name change, the clerk of court shall notify the division of the change so that the division can accurately reflect the change in the sex offender registry.  These provisions do not apply to: a minor child where the parent is seeking a name change for the minor child; a person seeking to return to the person’s maiden name or a former married name in an action for divorce; or a person seeking to change his or her name as a result of the person’s marriage.  Prior to issuing an order for a name change, the court shall conduct a hearing on the petition with the petitioner present (unless the petitioner is incarcerated).  If a petitioner is found to have a criminal record as indicated by the background check and the court grants the petition for a name change, the clerk of court must notify the State Law Enforcement Division of the petitioner’s new name.  The division shall make the appropriate changes to the petitioner’s criminal record.  If a petitioner is in custody of the Department of Corrections and the court grants the petition for a name change, the clerk of court must notify the department of the petitioner’s new name.  The department shall make the appropriate changes to the petitioner’s department record.  All costs associated with the requirements of this section are the sole responsibility of the petitioner.

The Committee gave a report of favorable with amendments on H.4898, a bill providing revisions for child abuse and neglect laws.  In addition to many technical and clarifying amendments and amendments necessary for compliance with federal requirements, the bill provides for several substantive revisions, including eliminating certain investigations identified as duplicative or superfluous.  Under the bill, the Department of Social Services need not investigate reports of nonattendance at school unless parents have been uncooperative with the school’s effort to obtain attendance.  DSS need not investigate reports where a law enforcement investigation determines within twenty-four hours of the report that the alleged perpetrator is not the child’s parent or guardian.  Under the bill, persons making reports of child abuse or neglect maliciously are liable to DSS for the costs of the investigation.  The bill also provides for a private right of action concerning such malicious reports.  The legislation provides that the State-level “Out-of-Home Abuse and Neglect” unit, rather than county offices, will investigate reports of child abuse and neglect in day care centers.  The legislation provides that the circuit court rather than the family court has jurisdiction over enforcement actions against noncompliant day care centers.  The 72-hour limit on temporary crisis placements is eliminated.  The legislation provides that reports and materials generated in DSS internal reviews of program quality are confidential.   

The Committee gave a favorable report on H.4808, a bill providing disclosure and accountability requirements for economic development initiatives.  This bill provides that monies constituting a fund of any kind used by the Department Of Commerce, regardless of their source, are public monies subject to all accountability and disclosure requirements governing public monies.  The bill provides that funds from foundation grants and private funds used by the Coordinating Council For Economic Development to enhance economic growth and development are public monies subject to all accountability and disclosure requirements governing public monies.  The bill revises provisions relating to information exempt from disclosure under the Freedom Of Information Act, so as to provide that a contract for the sale or purchase of property related to efforts to attract or retain business or industry is exempt until the business or industry has publicly announced its project or a final contract has been executed.  Information relative to efforts or activities of a public body to attract business or industry to invest in this State are not exempt from disclosure once an offer has been accepted or rejected or has expired.

The Committee gave a report of favorable with amendment on H.4981, a bill pertaining to controlled substances.  The legislation provides that it is unlawful for a person to take or exercise control over a controlled substance belonging to another person or entity with the intent to deprive the person or entity of the controlled substance.  A person who knowingly and intentionally violates this provision is guilty of a misdemeanor and, upon conviction, must be imprisoned for not more than two years and/or fined not more than two thousand dollars.  Upon conviction of a second or subsequent violation, a person must be imprisoned for not more than five years.  The legislation also provides that prescriptions for controlled substances in Schedules II through V, inclusive, with the exception of transdermal patches, must not exceed a thirty‑one day supply (rather than the current limit of a thirty-one day supply or one hundred twenty-four dosage units, whichever quantity is the lesser).  Prescriptions for Schedule II substances must be dispensed within sixty days (rather than thirty days, are currently provided) of the date of issue, after which time they are void.  The legislation provides that a prescription for a controlled substance in Schedules II through V may not be filled unless the dispenser knows the recipient or requires proper identification and notes the identification source on the prescription.  The legislation also eliminates the provisions imposing requirements on the retail sale of hypodermic needles and requiring certain record keeping for such sales.  The bill eliminates the Department of Health and Environmental Control’s authority to audit such records and promulgate regulations pertaining to such retail sales.

The Committee gave a favorable report on H.4930, a bill that makes revisions regarding the State Board of Law Examiners.  The bill provides that the number of members of the board and the terms of the members must be set by the Supreme Court.  The bill also provides that, to be eligible for appointment to the board, a person must be actively engaged in the practice of law in this State and must have been an active member of the South Carolina Bar for at least seven years.  The legislation eliminates the current term limit of three years and the current requirement that not more than one member may be appointed from any one congressional district.  

The Committee gave a favorable report on H.3324, a bill eliminating the South Carolina Advisory Commission on Intergovernmental Relations.

The Committee gave a favorable report on H.3095, a pertaining to the terms for municipal judges.  Under this bill, a municipal judge would serve a four-year term of office rather than a term not to exceed four years as set by the council of the municipality. 

The Committee gave a report of favorable with amendment on S.963, a bill revising penalties for unlawfully passing a stopped school bus.  The bill provides that a first offense for such a violation must be tried exclusively in magistrates court.  The bill revises the penalty for a second or subsequent offense for such a violation by providing that if the second or subsequent violation occurred more than five years after the commission of the first offense, the penalty must be as prescribed for a first offense violation.

LABOR, COMMERCE AND INDUSTRY

The full Labor, Commerce and Industry Committee met on Tuesday, April 9, and reported out several bills.

The Committee gave a favorable report on S.982, a bill providing for Department of Insurance revisions.  In addition to providing various clarifications and “clean-up” amendments such as code citation changes, this legislation provides that health maintenance organizations (HMOs) are subject to the provisions of the Insurance Holding Company Regulatory Act.

The Committee gave a report of favorable with amendment on H.4852, a bill that exempts all commercial policies from regulation by the Department of Insurance.  Current law exempts from Department of Insurance regulation policies for commercial insureds, which are those with annual premiums greater than fifty thousand dollars.  This legislation expands the exemption to include any commercial insured.  As a result, insurers would not have to file with the Department of Insurance proposed rating schedules, rating rules, manuals, and modifications with regard to its commercial policies.  Such filing exemptions shall not apply to loss cost filings by advisory or rating organizations.  Exemption from Department of Insurance regulation allows insurers to negotiate their own rate levels on commercial policies, such as workers’ compensation, malpractice, liability, trucking, and nursing home, rather than having such rate levels set by the department.

The Committee gave a favorable report on H.4180.  This bill provides that the South Carolina State Board of Funeral Service is no longer required to verify that a life insurer’s policy to fund a pre-need funeral contract is consistent with statutory requirements for pre-need funeral contracts.  The approval process for such policies by the Department of Insurance remains intact.

The Committee gave a favorable report on H.4715, a bill authorizing letters of credit as security for certain State funds deposited in financial institutions.  This bill makes revisions pertaining to the security required for State funds in excess of the Federal Deposit Insurance limit deposited by the State Treasurer in a bank or savings and loan association, so as to allow security for these deposits in the form of letters of credit, and to provide the requirements for these letters of credit.

The Committee gave a report of favorable with amendment on H.4760, a bill that makes volunteer state constables eligible for workers’ compensation benefits.  The legislation revises worker’s compensation law so as to set an average weekly wage rate for volunteer constables.  The provisions apply only to volunteer state constables who are performing duties in connection with their appointment by the State Law Enforcement Division.  The approval of the governing body of the county or municipality is required prior to a constable volunteering for that county or municipality.

The Committee gave a report of favorable with amendment on H.4456, a bill authorizing professional and occupational licensing boards to deny or suspend a license for the failure to repay loans.  The bill provides that a board may deny licensure or suspend the license of an individual licensed by that board who has been reported by a federal or state agency for nonpayment or default or breach of a repayment or service obligation under any federal or state educational loan, loan repayment, or service conditional scholarship program.  Before the suspension, the licensee is entitled to notice of the board’s intended action and must be afforded an opportunity to appear before the board according to procedures set forth by the director in regulation.  Such a suspension of license is a contested case under the Administrative Procedures Act.  A license suspended under the legislation must not be reinstated or reissued until the person provides the licensing board a written statement issued by the federal or state agency stating that the person is making payments on the loan or satisfying the service requirements in accordance with an agreement approved by the agency.   If the person has continued to meet all other requirements for licensure during the period of suspension, reinstatement of the license is automatic upon receipt of the notice and payment of any reinstatement fee that the board may impose.

The Committee gave a favorable report on H.4823, a bill prohibiting public entities from engaging in directed surety with regard to public projects.  The bill prohibits the State, a political subdivision of the State, or other public entity of the State from requiring that a bond to secure the bid or the performance or payment of a contract be furnished by a particular surety company or through a particular agent or broker.

MEDICAL, MILITARY, PUBLIC AND MUNICIPAL AFFAIRS

The House Medical, Military, Public and Municipal Affairs Committee adjourned debate on H.4813, a joint resolution regarding birth defects surveillance.  The Committee voted to consider S.986, the Senate companion legislation to H.4813.  The Committee reported favorable with amendment on S.986.  As reported by the Committee, S.986 creates the South Carolina Birth Defects Surveillance Task Force to study birth defect surveillance methods, programs, and procedures and develop recommendations for the establishment of a statewide birth defects surveillance program.  By February 15, 2003, the task force is directed to submit a report containing its findings and recommendations to the Governor and the legislature.  Staff for the committee is to be assigned by the Speaker of the House, President Pro Tempore of the Senate, and the Governor.  Upon submission of the report the committee will be abolished.

The committee is to be composed of:

(1)  a representative from each of the following to be appointed by the Governor:

    (a)
March of Dimes, South Carolina Chapter;

    (b)
South Carolina Perinatal Association;

    (c)
Greenwood Genetic Center;

    (d)
South Carolina Hospital Association;

    (e)
South Carolina Medical Association;

    (f)
American Academy of Pediatrics, South Carolina Chapter;

    (g)
Family Connection of South Carolina, Inc.;

    (h)
Medical University of South Carolina;

    (i)
University of South Carolina School of Medicine;

    (j)   South Carolina Protection and Advocacy for People with Disabilities;

    (k)
American College of Obstetrics and Gynecologists, South Carolina Chapter;

    (l)   South Carolina Heart Institute;

    (m)
Family Voices of South Carolina.

(2) directors of the following state agencies or their designees:

    (a)
Department of Disabilities and Special Needs;

    (b)
Department of Health and Environmental Control;

    (c)
Department of Health and Human Services;

(3) a representative of the Governor;

(4) a member of the Senate Finance Committee;

(5) a member of the House Ways and Means Committee;

(6) a member of the Senate Medical Affairs Committee; and

(7) a member of the House Medical, Military, Public and Municipal Affairs Committee.

The members of the committee will not receive compensation, subsistence, mileage, or per diem.
The Committee adjourned debate on H.4576, a bill which authorizes the State Department of Social Services to include in a welfare agreement courses designed to develop proficiency in the English language.  

WAYS AND MEANS

The full Ways and Means Committee adjourned debate on S.968, regarding authorization of the use of certain funds by the South Carolina Employment Security Commission to purchase software.

The Committee reported favorable on H.5003.  This joint resolution directs the State Treasurer to transfer the sum of sixty-one million dollars from the Extended Care Maintenance Fund to the State general fund to offset fiscal year 2001-2002 mid-year sequestrations as imposed by the State Budget and Control Board. The resolution further provides that if the Extended Care Maintenance Fund is insufficient to meet its obligations due to this transfer, the State is solely responsible for repaying an amount to restore the transferred funds.

The Committee reported favorable with amendment on H.4998.  As reported by the Committee, this bill authorizes the State Treasurer to provide financing arrangements under the master lease program on behalf of boards, commissions, institutions, and agencies of state government for the purpose of renting, leasing, or purchasing office equipment, telecommunications equipment, energy conservation equipment, medical equipment, data processing equipment, and related software.  The bill deletes provisions regarding installment loans made by the State Treasurer in these instances, and deletes provisions authorizing the State Treasurer, for purposes of carrying out these provisions, to borrow from the State Insurance Reserve Fund.  

The Committee reported favorable on S.439, regarding lowering flags flown atop the State Capitol to half-staff until noon on Memorial Day, and lowering the flags to half-staff on the day on which funeral services are held for certain public officials.

The Committee reported favorable with amendment on H.3640, regarding distribution of “C” fund gasoline tax revenues.  As reported by the Committee, the bill provides that all interest earnings on the County Transportation Fund in the State Treasury must be added to the distribution to counties in proportion to each county’s portion of the entire County Transportation Fund. The bill provides that except for those funds being used in connection with highway projects administered by the Department of Transportation on behalf of counties administering their own “C” funds, these distributions of earnings and the calculation required to determine the appropriate amount shall not include those counties administering their own “C” funds.  Currently, all earnings on the County Transportation Fund in the State Treasury must be added to the distribution to counties in the ratio that the county’s annual distribution is of the total of these distributions statewide, and these distributions of earnings and the calculation required to determine the appropriate amount do not include those counties administering their own “C” funds.  The bill also increases from one thousand dollars to two thousand dollars, the amount that a county transportation committee may expend from the funds allocated under this section for administrative expenses.  The bill requires that the Department of Transportation (DOT) shall administer all funds expended on the state highway system unless DOT has given explicit authority to a county or municipal government to construct and inspect projects using their own personnel. The bill deletes a provision requiring that roads constructed of rock must consist of not less than one inch nor more than two and one half inches of rock or its equivalent.  The bill provides that for counties administering their own “C” funds, the balance of uncommitted funds carried forward from one year into the next may not exceed three hundred percent of that county’s total apportionment for the most recent year. An amount in excess of this limit must be divided among the other counties as provided in the bill. The bill requires that DOT perform audits of counties that administer their own funds to ensure compliance with specified provisions, and provides that a county failing to comply must have all subsequent “C” fund allocations withheld until requirements are met. The bill further provides that if a county fails to comply with the specified provisions within twenty-four months, the county forfeits fifty percent of its allocations for the following year and the forfeited amount must be divided among the other counties.

The Committee reported favorable with amendment on H.4990, a bill which makes numerous revisions to South Carolina’s bingo laws.  These revisions include, but are not limited to: adding and revising definitions regarding bingo; revising provisions regarding bingo promoters’ licenses; revising provisions regarding the manner of playing bingo; revising procedures regarding bingo gross proceeds; revising provisions regarding the various classes of bingo licenses; revising provisions regarding bingo proceeds; revising procedures regarding bingo bank accounts; revising provisions regarding conferences following a violation; revising provisions regarding the crime of posing as a bingo player; revising provisions regarding bingo card charges by the Department of Revenue; revising provisions relating to the sale or transfer of bingo cards; revising provisions regarding the payment with the application to obtain bingo cards;  and adding provisions establishing specifications for a site system and electronic bingo dabber.

The Committee reported favorable on H.5010, which enacts the “Overdue Tax Debt Collection Act,” authorizing the South Carolina Department of Revenue (DOR) to impose a collection assistance fee on certain overdue tax debts equal to twenty percent of the overdue tax amount.  The bill also allows DOR to retain a portion of this fee and allows DOR to bring suit in courts of other states to collect taxes due this State.

The Committee reported favorable on H.5011, which provides that the maximum discount of three thousand dollars allowed to a taxpayer for timely payment of sales and use taxes is increased to a maximum of three thousand one hundred dollars for taxpayers filing electronically. The bill also decreases from twenty thousand dollars to fifteen thousand dollars the threshold amount for which payments due to the Department of Revenue must be paid by a method in which the funds are available immediately to the State.

The Committee reported favorable with amendment on H.4481.  As reported by the Committee, this bill provides that a person activated for full-time military service during a time of national crisis, who is unable to complete and receive a grade in one or more courses, shall receive a complete refund of public institution of higher learning fees and tuition, including proportionate refunds of room, board, and special fees paid to the institution.  The bill also provides that when a student is required to cease attendance because of such military activation without completing and receiving a grade in one or more courses, the institution shall provide a reasonable opportunity for completion of the courses after deactivation.

The Committee reported favorable with amendment on H.4386.  As reported by the Committee, for property tax years after 2002, this bill provides that if a deceased taxpayer failed to claim the homestead exemption and/or the special assessment ratio allowed to property owners who are age sixty-five years or older or who are permanently and totally disabled or legally blind, the personal representative of the deceased taxpayer’s estate may apply for the exemption or the assessment and any claim for refund of overpayment.

The Committee reported favorable with amendment on H.4564.  As reported by the Committee, this bill provides that after December 31, 2001, a local governing body may not impose a new service or user fee on motor vehicles or increase an existing service or user fee unless the increase or fee imposition is approved by the voters in a referendum at the next general election. The bill further provides that the revenue generated from the new or increased fee must be dedicated for a specific purpose and credited to an account separate from the general fund of the local governing body.

The Committee reported favorable on H.4663.  As reported by the Committee, this joint resolution allows all South Carolina school districts and special schools, for fiscal years 2001-02 and 2002-03, to transfer up to twenty percent of revenue between programs to any program with the same funding source. The resolution provides for review of the transfers by the State Department of Education and for provision of relevant information to the General Assembly upon the General Assembly’s request. The resolution also allows, under specified circumstances, a carry forward of Education Improvement Act and restricted state grant fund revenue into the following fiscal year.  The resolution also allows all school districts and special schools of the State, for fiscal years 2001-02 and 2002-03, to expend funds received from the Children’s Education Endowment Fund for school facilities and fixed equipment assistance instead for any instructional program.

The Committee adjourned debate on H.4737, regarding multi-county industrial or business parks.

The Committee reported favorable with amendment on H.4337.  As reported by the committee, this bill enacts the “South Carolina Estimated Income Tax Payment Reform Act,” which revises the due date for the first installment payment for calendar year corporations to April 15 (current due date is March 15). The provisions of the bill apply for taxable years beginning after 2002.

The Committee reported favorable on S.868.  This bill authorizes the Board of Trustees of Francis Marion University, with the approval of the State Budget and Control Board, to enter into ground lease agreements with private entities for providing all services necessary to the creation and operation of an on-campus housing facility.  The bill further provides that when the ground lease agreement term expires, the private entity shall surrender the premises unto Francis Marion University.

The Committee reported favorable on H.3804. Currently, if a fireman, law-enforcement officer, or government employee is totally disabled or killed in the line of duty, his or her children may be exempt from tuition charges for a period of four school years by any state-supported college, university, vocational or technical school.  This bill provides the same benefit to the spouse of such a fireman, officer, or employee, so long as the spouse is not remarried in the case of the death of the fireman, officer, or employee.  

The Committee reported favorable on H.5007.  This bill provides that the South Carolina Retirement Systems may provide investment education services to any participant in any of the state’s retirement plans.  The bill also repeals a Code section which relates to third party vendors providing consultative services for deferred compensation plan participants.

The Committee reported favorable with amendment on H.3243.  As reported by the Committee, this bill amends the law regarding personal and real property exempt from attachment, levy, and sale under any mesne or final process issued by any court or bankruptcy proceeding.  Current law exempts the debtor’s right to receive certain individual retirement accounts, individual retirement annuities, and accounts established as part of certain trusts.  For purposes of this provision, this bill changes the words “right to receive” to “interest in.” The bill also deletes limits on the exemption for these specified individual retirement accounts, annuities, and trusts.  Current law limits this exemption “to the extent reasonably necessary for the support of the debtor and any dependent of the debtor.”

BILLS INTRODUCED IN THE HOUSE

THIS WEEK

AGRICULTURE, NATURAL RESOURCES, AND 

ENVIRONMENTAL AFFAIRS


H.5039 NO WAKE ZONE IN CHARLESTON COUNTY Rep. Campsen

This bill establishes and provides for a special no wake zone on a specified portion of the Intracoastal Waterway in Charleston County, and provides for certain times and dates when the no wake zone is in effect. 


H.5062 SAVANNAH RIVER BASIN COMPACT Rep. Thompson

This bill enacts the Savannah River Basin Compact, to establish a framework for a multipurpose plan to be entered into by South Carolina and Georgia and the federal government for the conservation, utilization, development, management, and control of the water and related resources of the Savannah River Basin (the Basin).  One of the stated concerns that the bill addresses is that the water resources of the Basin are presently subject to the duplicating, overlapping, and uncoordinated administration of various state agencies in South Carolina and Georgia and also federal agencies which exercise a multiplicity of powers and duties resulting in a splintering of authority and responsibility.

The bill establishes the Savannah River Basin Commission (the Commission) and provides for its powers and duties, including developing and effectuating plans, policies, and projects relating to the water resources of the basin.  The bill provides that the Commission shall adopt and promote uniform and coordinated policies for water conservation, control, use and management in the basin, and shall encourage the planning, development, and financing of water resources projects according to such plans and policies.


H.5110 HUNTING AND FISHING LICENSES Rep. Loftis

This bill provides that specified hunting and fishing licenses are valid from the date of issue for a period of twelve months.


H.5121 PROTECTION OF THE ENVIRONMENT Rep. J.H. Neal

This bill requires the Department of Health and Environmental Control (DHEC) to develop and implement a long-range strategy for preserving and protecting the state’s environment and public health for future use.  The bill provides items which must be included in the long-range strategy and requires that the public and other state agencies be involved in developing the plan.  The bill requires that the plan must be revised every five years.  The bill also requires DHEC in every major environmental permitting action to certify that the activity or project is consistent with the long-range strategy.  The bill authorizes DHEC to review and consider the past environmental compliance history of an applicant when making a permit decision. The bill prescribes certain factors which must be considered in appointing members to the DHEC board. 

EDUCATION AND PUBLIC WORKS

H.5036 PENALTY FOR CAUSING A MOTOR VEHICLE

   

   ACCIDENT Rep. Neilson

This bill provides that a person who is convicted of causing a motor vehicle accident, in addition to any other penalty, must be fined two hundred dollars and have his driver’s license suspended until he successfully completes a driver training course.


H.5047 TEACHER CONTRACTS Rep. J.E. Smith

This bill provides that a teacher is entitled to resign from a contract of employment upon sixty days’ written notice to the district superintendent.  The bill further provides that upon such notice, the school board shall issue a written consent designating the date upon which the teacher shall be released from his contract.


H.5063 OFFICIAL STATE EMBLEMS Rep. McLeod

This bill provides that the Carolina Tartan is the official tartan of the State of South Carolina.


H.5066 DRIVER’S LICENSE EXPIRATION DATE Rep. A. Young

This bill provides that a driver’s license expires on the licensee’s birthdate on the tenth calendar year after the calendar year in which it is issued instead of on the licensee’s birthdate on the fifth calendar year after the calendar year in which it is issued.


H.5077 UNBORN CHILDREN’S MONUMENT Rep. Sharpe

This bill creates and provides for the South Carolina Unborn Children’s Monument Commission, to erect a six foot statue of an unborn child on the State House grounds as a memorial to unborn children who have given their lives because of legal abortion in South Carolina.


S.1167 PENN CENTER/SOUTH CAROLINA NURSES SPECIAL

   LICENSE PLATES Sen. Pinckney

This bill establishes and provides for Penn Center special license plates and for South Carolina Nurses special license plates.


H.5112 IDENTIFICATION FOR DRIVER’S LICENSE

   APPLICATION Rep. Cooper
This bill deletes the requirement for a driver’s license applicant’s Social Security number and its proof.


H.5113 RICHLAND-LEXINGTON SCHOOL DISTRICT TRUSTEES Rep. Quinn

This bill changes the composition of the Richland-Lexington School District Five Board of Trustees, numbers the seats on the Board, and requires that the results of the election for trustees must be determined by majority rather than by plurality.


H.5113 ACE BASIN SCENIC PARKWAY Rep. Bowers

This bill designates a specified portion of U.S. Highway 17 in Colleton County as the ACE Basin Scenic Parkway.


H.5116 TOLL FACILITIES Rep. Bowers

This bill requires the Department of Transportation to erect toll facilities in specified locations in Dillon and Jasper Counties, and provides for use of the toll revenues.

JUDICIARY

S.1172 INTERSTATE COMPACT FOR ADULT OFFENDER SUPERVISION 

Sen. McConnell

This bill enacts the Interstate Compact for Adult Offender Supervision.  The purpose of this compact and the Interstate Commission created under it, through means of joint and cooperative action among the compacting states, is to: (1) promote public safety by providing adequate supervision in the community of adult offenders who are subject to the compact; (2) provide a means for tracking offenders subject to supervision under this compact; (3) provide a means of transferring supervision authority in an orderly and efficient manner; (4) provide a means of returning offenders to the originating jurisdictions when necessary; (5) provide a means for giving timely notice to victims of the location of offenders subject to supervision under this compact; (6) distribute the costs, benefits, and obligations of this compact equitably among the compacting states; (7) establish a system of uniform data collection for offenders subject to supervision under this compact and to allow access to information by authorized criminal justice officials; (8) monitor compliance with rules established under this compact; and (9) coordinate training and education regarding regulations relating to the interstate movement of offenders, for officials involved in this activity.

H.5048 MEMBERS OF THE CLERGY REQUIRED TO REPORT CHILD ABUSE

AND NEGLECT Rep. J. E. Smith

This bill revises provisions relating to persons required to report child abuse and neglect, so as to include a member of the clergy.  The bill revises provisions relating to privileged communications that apply with regard to reporting child abuse or neglect, so as to provide that the priest and penitent privilege only applies when the communication is made in the course of a sacramental communication.

H.5060 TIMBER THEFT Rep. Rhoad

This bill provides that when certain offenses involve timber theft in excess of five thousand dollars all motor vehicles, conveyances, tractors, trailers, watercraft, vessels, tools, and equipment of any kind knowingly used in the commission of the offense may be confiscated and forfeited to the jurisdiction where the offense occurred.  The bill provides for forfeiture procedures, the sale of forfeited property, and the disposition of the proceeds from the sale of forfeited property.  The bill provides that a timber buyer or timber operator purchasing trees, timber, or wood by the load must furnish the timber grower or seller a separate, true, and accurate wood load ticket for each load of wood within thirty days of completion of the harvest.  The bill provides for exceptions and penalties for violations.

H.5079 WATER AND ELECTRIC SERVICES PROVIDED BEYOND MUNICIPAL

LIMITS Rep. Loftis

This bill prohibits a municipality extending water or electric services to nonresidents from requiring annexation as a condition of the receipt of the services.

H.5080 PARTICIPATION IN ELECTION OF COMMISSIONERS OF 

PUBLIC WORKS Rep. Loftis
This bill provides that if a board of commissioners of public works provides water service to customers outside the corporate limits of a municipality, those customers to whom water service is provided are deemed qualified electors for the election of commissioners of public works and may vote for these commissioners at the time of their election.

H.5081 FAMILY COURT’S AUTHORITY TO GRANT GRANDPARENT

VISITATION Rep. Cooper
This bill provides that the family court’s authority to grant grandparent visitation also includes the authority to grant visitation when the parents refuse to allow visitation and the court finds that visitation would be in the best interests of the child and would not interfere with the parent/child relationship.

H.5090 PERFORMANCE OF CERTAIN BODY PIERCINGS UNLAWFUL 

Rep. Knotts
This bill provides it is unlawful for a person to perform or offer to perform body piercing upon a person’s genitals or nipples.  A person who violates this provision is guilty of a felony and, upon conviction, must be fined five thousand dollars or imprisoned for five years, or both.

H.5092 OBTAINING GOODS ON CREDIT WITH THE INTENT OF 

NOT PAYING Rep. Kennedy
This bill provides that it is unlawful for a person to obtain goods, wares, merchandise, or another item of personal property on credit from a retail establishment with the intent not to pay for the goods, wares, merchandise, or another item of personal property when payment becomes due.  The bill provides that circumstantial as well as direct evidence is admissible to prove a person’s intention not to pay for goods, wares, merchandise, or another item of personal property obtained on credit.  The bill provides penalties for violations.

H.5096 PROSPECTIVE ADOPTIVE PARENTS Rep. Kirsh

This bill authorizes a person consenting to the adoption of their child to select the prospective adoptive parents.  The bill authorizes the release of certain detailed information to the biological parent or guardian on the prospective adoptive parents and their extended families and provides for other information that may be exchanged between the biological and prospective adoptive parents.  The bill authorizes advertising by a person who wishes to adopt a child and establishes certain requirements for such advertising.

H.5102 STATE CERTIFICATE OF NEED AND HEALTH FACILITY 

LICENSURE ACT Rep. Klauber
This bill makes various revisions to the “State Certification of Need and Health Facility Licensure Act”, including renaming the act the “State Certificate of Need and Health Facility Licensure Act” and revising its purpose to include carrying out the state’s health planning effort.

H.5111 REQUIREMENTS FOR VOTER REGISTRATION Rep. Carnell

This bill revises requirements for voter registration so as to add the requirement that an applicant, if sixty‑five years of age or older, must indicate whether he does or does not desire to serve as a juror in magistrates court if summoned.

H.5117 DEPOSIT OF A SUM OF MONEY IN LIEU OF ENTERING INTO

RECOGNIZANCE Rep. Whipper
This bill provides that a person held or incarcerated in a jail or detention center who is entitled to deposit a sum of money in lieu of entering into recognizance may secure his immediate release from custody by paying to or depositing the required sum of money with the jail or detention facility in which he is being held.  Such money deposited with a jail or detention facility under the authority of this section is deemed paid to or deposited with the magistrate or municipal judge in lieu of entering into recognizance and must be accounted for and paid over to the magistrate or municipal judge by the jail or detention facility for disposition according to law.




H.5119 CONDUCT OF LAW ENFORCEMENT OFFICERS Rep. Sinclair

This bill provides that a law enforcement officer may engage in political activity not prohibited by law while off duty and may not be denied the right to refrain from engaging in political activity not prohibited by law.  The legislation provides for disciplinary proceedings for law enforcement officers. 




H.5120 SOUTH CAROLINA CLEAN ELECTIONS ACT Rep. J. H. Neal

This bill enact the “South Carolina Clean Elections Act”, to provide a procedure under which certain candidates for office who agree to limitations on contributions receive a predetermined amount of public funds for campaigns.  The legislation requires electronic disclosures for all campaign contributions to candidates and political committees.

LABOR, COMMERCE AND INDUSTRY




H.5034 EXEMPTION FROM WORKERS’ COMPENSATION LAWS Rep. Tripp

This bill provides that provide that an employee covered by the Federal Employers’ Liability Act, Longshore And Harbor Workers’ Compensation Act or any of its extensions, or the Jones Act is exempt from workers’ compensation laws.




H.5035 AT‑WILL EMPLOYMENT Rep. Cotty

This bill provide for preservation of the at‑will employment relationship in connection with the use of an employee handbook, code of conduct, personnel policy manual, or other informational document.




H.5037 INVESTMENTS OF INSURERS ACT Rep. Cato

This bill enacts the “Investments of Insurers Act” to provide for new, specific parameters for investment transactions and investment practices of insurance companies doing business in the state.




H.5067 ELECTRONIC GOVERNMENT SERVICES ACT Rep. Barfield

This bill enacts the Electronic Government Services Act, to prohibit a government agency from engaging in electronic commerce service activity, and to provide exceptions.



H.5105 MOTORIST INSURANCE IDENTIFICATION DATABASE PROGRAM





ACT Rep. Cato

This bill enacts the “Motorist Insurance Identification Database Program Act,” so as to provide that motorist insurance identification data must be compiled in a database to be used when compliance with the state’s motor vehicle financial security requirements must be verified.




H.5107 LENDING ACTIVITIES Rep. Law

This bill provides that political subdivisions may not regulate or otherwise limit the financial activities of a lender subject to state or federal jurisdiction.  The bill prohibits certain lending activities and requires certain disclosures.  The bill provides that South Carolina law applies in a consumer loan transaction secured by the dwelling place of a legal resident of this state.




H.5108 REPEAL OF CERTAIN GAS AND ELECTRIC UTILITIES REPORTING







REQUIREMENTS Rep. Law
This bill repeals provisions relating to annual reports required of demand‑side activities of certain gas and electric utilities.




H.5115 PRENEED BURIAL CONTRACTS Rep. Sandifer

This bill makes provisions regarding preneed burial contracts.

MEDICAL, MILITARY, PUBLIC AND MUNICIPAL AFFAIRS


H.5061 PHYSICIANS WHO MAY DELIVER A BABY Rep. Merrill

This bill provides that no physician may be the attending physician at the delivery of a baby unless the physician is board certified in obstetrics or has successfully completed a residency in obstetrics, or there is on the premises a board certified obstetrician or a physician having successfully completed a residency in obstetrics. The bill provides that these provisions do not apply in an emergency or in hospitals located in counties with a population of less than twenty-five thousand.


H.5078 CHIROPRACTIC LICENSURE Rep. Harrison

This bill requires that an applicant for issuance or renewal of a chiropractic license must furnish proof that the applicant has purchased professional liability insurance from an acceptable insurer (as defined in the bill) in specified minimum amounts. The bill also requires that the insurance must be maintained continuously during the entire licensure period. The bill provides for policy deductibles and delineates certain items which must be included in the policy. The bill provides that violation of the requirements included in the bill results in denial or cancellation of licensure until compliance is provided.


H.5100 DHEC REGULATIONS Rep. Owens

This bill authorizes the Department of Health and Environmental Control (DHEC) to promulgate and enforce regulations providing standards and procedures for hotels, restaurants, and all other establishments providing eating or drinking facilities and all other places known as private nursing homes or places of similar nature, operated for gain or profit, to distribute food not served to agencies providing food to the needy.


H.5101 DISPENSING OPTHALMIC LENSES Rep. Talley

This bill prohibits a person from dispensing opthalmic lenses, with or without power, without having first obtained a valid prescription or order for the lenses from a licensed optometrist, physician, surgeon, or osteopath. The bill provides a penalty for violation of this provision.


H.5106 TEAM PHYSICIANS Rep. Parks

This bill exempts a team physician licensed in another state from licensure requirements in this state if the physician holds an active license in the other state, engages in the active practice of medicine in the other state, and is employed or designated as the team physician for a team visiting this state, and only treats the team members, coaches, and staff.

WAYS AND MEANS

H.5038 SOUTH CAROLINA COLLEGE INVESTMENT 

   PROGRAM Rep. Campsen
This bill amends provisions regarding the South Carolina College Investment Program (SCCIP).   These revisions include:

o
Adding a provision that beneficiaries may be changed in any account by an account owner unless it is prohibited by federal law;

o
Adding a provision that withdrawals of the principal amount of contributions that are not qualified withdrawals must be recaptured into South Carolina income subject to tax to the extent that the contributions were previously deducted from South Carolina taxable income;

o
Adding a provision that state income tax deductions as provided for in this bill may be taken in any taxable year for contributions and rollovers made during that taxable year, and up to April fifteenth of the succeeding year, or the due date of a taxpayer’s state income tax return excluding extensions, whichever is longer;

o
Adding a provision authorizing the Comptroller General and other appropriate officers to arrange for state employees to voluntarily contribute to the program through payroll deduction; the State Treasurer is also authorized to devise a method whereby private and nonprofit businesses or organizations may arrange for employees to contribute through payroll deduction to the program;

o
Adding a provision that contributions to the SCCIP are allowed as a deduction in computing South Carolina taxable income of an individual. 

H.5040 ILLEGAL CIGARETTES AND ROLL-YOUR-OWN 

      
  TOBACCO Rep. McGee

This bill provides that a person may not pay the state tax on cigarettes or roll-your-own tobacco, or sell or possess for sale to a person for resale in South Carolina, those products, unless the manufacturer and brand family of those products are on a certain list developed by the Attorney General and posted on his website.  The bill also provides for seizure and destruction of illegal packages of cigarettes and roll-your-own tobacco, and provides penalties for violations of the provisions of the bill.


H.5064 MOBILITY DEVELOPMENT AUTHORITY Rep. Scott

This bill establishes and provides for the Mobility Development Authority (the Authority), within the State Budget and Control Board, to develop and coordinate a general mass transit program and policy for South Carolina.  The bill requires the Authority to submit an annual report to the House and Senate showing an analysis of: the Authority’s annual accomplishments; a five year plan; a plan for funding and receiving federal matching funds and other funds; a state railroad corridor preservation and revitalization plan.  The bill deletes the Mass Transit Division of the State Department of Transportation and repeals certain statutes regarding regional transportation authorities.


H.5065 OFFICE OF EARLY START Rep. Edge

This bill repeals the First Steps program and creates and provides for the Office of Early Start, an agency of State government established to administer a program of grants for four-year old children to attend prekindergarten programs of their parents’ choices.  The program is voluntary for families, schools, and communities.  The bill provides for funding for the grants from the annual general appropriations act and from appropriations from the Education Lottery Account as provided by the General Assembly.  


H.5082 EXEMPTIONS FROM THE DEED RECORDING FEE Rep. Keegan

This bill provides that deeds transferring realty from a corporation, a partnership, or a trust as a stockholder, partner, or trust beneficiary of the entity or to become a stockholder, partner, or trust beneficiary of the entity are exempt from the deed recording fee. The bill also provides that except for transfers from one family trust to another family trust, the transfer of realty to a corporation, a partnership, or a trust to a stockholder, partner, or trust beneficiary of the entity is subject to the deed recording fee, even if the realty is transferred to another corporation, a partnership, or trust.


S.886 TARGETED JOBS TAX CREDIT Sen. Leatherman

This bill provides that with regard to the jobs tax credit, the twelve counties with a combination of the highest unemployment rate and lowest per capita income are designated “distressed counties.”  The bill provides a job tax credit of eight thousand dollars for each new full-time job created in distressed counties. The bill also makes revisions regarding Rural Infrastructure Fund grants, including increasing from five to ten million dollars the threshold above which twenty-five percent of fund revenues must be set aside for grants in “underdeveloped,” “moderately developed,” and “developed” counties.


H.5094 DISTRIBUTION OF LOTTERY PROCEEDS Rep. White

This bill provides that lottery proceeds may be used to provide grants to individuals who have a bachelor’s degree and wish to become teachers.


H.5095 REVISIONS TO REVENUE PROCEDURES ACT Rep. Kirsh

This comprehensive bill makes numerous revisions to the South Carolina Revenue Procedures Act.  These revisions include, but are not limited to: revising the manner in which and conditions under which disputes or claims with the Department of Revenue (DOR) are determined and resolved; revising state revenue appeals procedures; revising the time for filing property tax assessment protests; revising the time in which a taxpayer must object to a personal property tax assessment; and revising the duties, functions, and responsibilities of the Administrative Law Judge Division and DOR hearing officers insofar as procedures for contested revenue cases are concerned.


H.5103 MOTOR FUELS TAX Rep. Sharpe

This bill makes numerous revisions regarding the tax on motor fuels (defined as gasoline, diesel fuel, and blended fuel).  These revisions include, but are not limited to: providing an exemption from the motor fuels tax for renewable fuel sold during a specified period; imposing and providing for a highway user fee on the issuing of titles for vehicles powered by alternative fuels; providing a new definition for “biodiesel fuel” and “renewable fuel;” extending the imposition of the motor fuels tax to all motor fuels used to propel vehicles; providing an exemption from the backup motor fuels tax for alternative fuel powered vehicles under certain conditions; extending certain requirements currently imposed on blended fuels to renewable fuels; imposing a one dollar South Carolina Fuel Freedom Fee which must be added to all motor vehicle registration fees and credited to the State Highway Fund.


H.5104 TRANSFER OF FIRST STEPS FUNDS Rep. White

This joint resolution transfers 2002-2003 funds appropriated to the Office of First Steps for School Readiness for health care purposes to the Department of Health and Human Services to be used as matching funds for a federal health care grant under the Child Health Insurance Program (CHIPS).


H.5109 MOTOR VEHICLE REGISTRATION Rep. A. Young

This is a “skeleton” bill, the title of which relates to the motor vehicle registration period and the payment of property taxes on motor vehicles incident to vehicle registration and licensing.


H.5118 COMMISSION FOR THE BLIND/DEPARTMENT OF

   VOCATIONAL REHABILITATION Rep. Quinn

This bill amends numerous provisions regarding the Commission for the Blind, including but not limited to:  specifying further requirements for appointees to the Commission; providing for the election of a Commission Vice-Chair, who shall serve with the Commission Chair on the governing board of the Department of Vocational Rehabilitation; providing a requirement for the Commission for the Blind to establish programs for vocational rehabilitation; providing a requirement for the Commission for the Blind to include optometrists in its register with opthamologists and authorizing payment by the Commission for eye examinations conducted by optometrists; deleting provisions for employing itinerant teachers to assist in schools; requiring the Commission to provide educational services that benefit all persons with visual impairments; providing that funds appropriated for administrative functions of the Commission must be appropriated to the Department of Vocational Rehabilitation to consolidate the administrative functions of the Commission and the Department; revising procedures for persons aggrieved by a determination made by an agency representative concerning furnishing or denial of services; for purposes of operating vending facilities, defining “blind persons” as persons “visually impaired” rather than “visually handicapped;” providing that licenses for operating these facilities are issued for an indefinite period rather than one year; deleting a provision that the Commission is responsible for securing on 

behalf of its licensees the issuance of any license or permit required by another State agency or political subdivision of the State for the conduct of such business; and deleting a provision that such a license shall be issued free of charge to a qualified blind person licensed by the Commission. 
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