
ARTICLE VIII-A 
ALCOHOLIC LIQUOR AND BEVERAGES 

 
Editor's Note 
The amendment ratified by 1973 Act No 122 (1973 (58) 146) added this article and transposed hereto 
former Section 11 of Article VIII as it substantially existed prior to the revision of that article by amendment 
ratified by 1973 Act No 63 (1973 (58) 67). 
 
SECTION 1. Powers of General Assembly. 
 In the exercise of the police power the General Assembly has the right to prohibit and to regulate the 
manufacture, sale, and retail of alcoholic liquors or beverages within the State. The General Assembly may 
license persons or corporations to manufacture, sell, and retail alcoholic liquors or beverages within the 
State under the rules and restrictions as it considers proper, including the right to sell alcoholic liquors or 
beverages in containers of such size as the General Assembly considers appropriate. The General Assembly 
may prohibit the manufacture, sale, and retail of alcoholic liquors and beverages within the State, and may 
authorize and empower state, county, and municipal officers, all or either, under the authority and in the 
name of the State, to buy in any market and retail within the State liquors and beverages in such packages 
and quantities, under such rules and regulations, as it considers expedient. However, a license must not be 
granted to sell alcoholic beverages in less quantities than one ounce in licensed retail stores, or to sell them 
between seven o'clock p.m. and nine o'clock a.m., or to sell them to be drunk on the premises; however, the 
General Assembly shall not delegate to any municipal corporation the power to issue licenses to sell 
alcoholic liquors or beverages. However, licenses may be granted to sell and consume alcoholic liquors and 
beverages on the premises of businesses which engage primarily and substantially in the preparation and 
serving of meals or furnishing of lodging or on the premises of certain nonprofit organizations with limited 
membership not open to the general public, during such hours as the General Assembly may provide. (1972 
(57) 3189; 1973 (58) 146; 1973 (58) 865; 1975 (59) 35; 2005 Act No. 19.) 
 


