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After completing the budget bill last week, the Senate worked through many bills 

on the calendar and set up the next round of major debate by setting two bills for 

special order - H. 4548 and H. 3799 - giving them priority status on the calendar. 

H. 4548, also known as the dealer closing fee bill, is related to a dispute between 

car dealers and consumers over a charge used to finalize the purchase of a car. This 

bill responds to two lawsuits filed by consumers claiming the fee didnôt relate to 

any real closing expenses. The South Carolina Supreme Court ruled in 2015 in 

favor of those consumers, but a cluster of pending lawsuits still exist. This bill 

clarifies what dealers can count as closing costs and calls for lawsuits brought 

under the closing fee statute to only be heard individually rather than as a group. 

Proponents of the bill say the mass action of pending lawsuits could bankrupt the 

car dealer industry. Critics say passing the bill could set a poor precedent where 

litigants turn to the legislature to overturn a court decision. 

H. 3799 would extend concealed-weapon reciprocity to North Carolina and to 

Georgia. Proponents of the legislation have said the bill would make it easier for 

residents to travel between neighboring states should they decide to carry a 
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